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After 500 days, local shelter dog 
fi nds his forever home

PHOTO CREDIT: 
NIAGARA COUNTY SPCA

Joey the shelter dog called 
Niagara County SPCA his home 
for the past 500 days but, on 
Wednesday, he fi nally got his 
happily ever after.

A local couple met Joey and 
instantly fell in love with him. 
His new mom had been sharing 
Joey’s story on social media un-
til she fi nally had enough of see-
ing that he was still in his ken-
nel and made an appointment to 
adopt him. Joey was very fond 
of the couple right away, almost 
like he was meant to be with 
them.

In a touching moment that 
was shared on the Niagara 
County SPCA’s TikTok account, 
staffers at the SPCA gave Joey 
a beautiful send-off. They lined 
up to give him a piece of cheese 
and placed colorful Hawaiian 
leis around his neck as a sign of 
friendship. 

As much as Joey will probably 
miss his friends at the SPCA, he 
can now live the life he deserves 
with his humans who will love 
him unconditionally. 

Niagara County SPCA would 
like to thank everyone who 
helped share Joey’s story with 
the world.

Niagara Falls Memorial announces September 11 
Day of Service & Remembrance activities

A community church bell ring-
ing, virtual military veterans and 
families support conference, 
youth service campaign and 
candlelight memorial service 
are among activities planned for 
Niagara County residents when 
they join volunteers across the 
U.S. in observing this year’s Sep-
tember 11 Day of Service and Re-
membrance.

The planned events are be-
ing coordinated by Niagara Falls 
Memorial Medical Center with 
support from the Corporation for 
National and Community Service 
(CNCS), a federal agency tasked 
with improving lives, strengthen-
ing communities and fostering 
civic engagement through ser-
vice and volunteering.

The agency last year awarded 
the medical center a $31,500 
grant to organize volunteers from 
across Niagara County to plan, 
promote and participate in Sep-
tember 11 Service and Remem-
brance activities.

“This effort has been a remark-
able example of community col-
laboration,” said Sheila K. Kee, 

Memorial’s executive vice presi-
dent and chief operating offi cer. 
“A talented steering committee 
with representation from educa-
tion, health care, government, 
business, religion, law enforce-
ment, EMS and other fi elds has 
worked hard to put together pro-
gramming that will support our 
nation’s military veterans, fi rst 
responders and other area resi-
dents interested in community 
service.”

The observance will begin Aug. 
31 with the launching of a virtual 
information campaign at 911dayn-
iagara.org to provide an overview 
of programming, fi nancial aid, in-
troductions to tutoring services, 
and community-based education-
al support services available to 
Niagara County military veterans 
and their family members. Infor-
mation will include summary of-
ferings of the GI Bill and who to 
contact locally for more informa-
tion.

A companion campaign called 
“Answering the Call to Respond” 
will detail information about start-
ing a career as a fi rst responder 

– police, fi re or EMS – and the 
various channels throughout the 
county that can assist.

Information will be updated 
yearly through the creation and 
distribution of a Niagara County 
Veterans and Military Service 
Members Community Resource 
Manual. The booklet will be a 
valuable reference tool for con-
necting veterans and their fami-
lies with social services, job train-
ing, educational opportunities, 
behavioral health, medical and 
other available services. 

Aug. 31 will also mark the 
launch of the county’s “Get In-
volved” youth service campaign. 
On Sept. 1, Memorial will have 
a virtual menu of local nonprofi t 
organizations and community 
service opportunities that will 
be posted at 911dayniagara.org. 
These resources will also be 
widely shared with local schools 
and youth-service agencies. At-
testing to the importance of youth 
civic engagement, this portal will 
remain available on 911dayniag-
ara.org as a year-round resource 
and updated at least monthly.

On the morning of Sept. 11, 
houses of worship across Niag-
ara County will be asked to ring 
their church bells at 8:45, 9:03, 
9:43 and 10 a.m. in remembrance 
of the attacks that were carried 
out by terrorists who hijacked 
commercial airliners on Sept. 11, 
2001. Churches without bells will 
be asked to use audio equipment 
to produce the sound of bells that 
morning.

Also on Sept. 11, students from 
Niagara Falls High School will be 
conducting interviews of family, 
faculty, military and community 
leaders about the impact the 9/11 
attacks made on their lives and 
career choices. The interviews 
will be compiled as a feature 
video presentation titled “Where 
Were You When?” that will be 
broadcast countywide on Spec-
trum cable TV by OSC Channel 
21, Niagara Falls High School’s 
student channel.

On the evening of Sept. 11, 
Memorial Medical Center will 
host three programs in historic 
Schoellkopf Park. The fi rst, a 
“1,980 Steps Challenge,” will be 

a fundraiser memorializing the 
1,980 steps New York City fi re-
fi ghters climbed in their efforts to 
rescue people from the 110-story 
World Trade Center following the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Funds 
raised will support local police, 
fi re and EMS agencies.

At 7:30 p.m. Schoellkopf Park 
will be the site of a storytelling 
event featuring local community 
and military members along with 
government offi cials who will 
share their fi rst-hand experienc-
es from 9/11. This event will also 
feature a station for volunteers to 
sign-up through 911dayniagara.
org. 

Concluding the evening will be 
a 9 p.m. candlelight memorial ser-
vice offi ciated by Day of Service 
and Remembrance Project ad-
visory chairman, the Rev. Craig 
Pridgen.

For more information about 
these events, contact Michael 
Bevill at 716-278-4413 or email 
getinvolved@911dayniagara.org.
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